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THE BEACON — SALVATION ARMY MEN’S HOSTEL 

Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [2.01 pm]: On Saturday, 22 February, I had the 
pleasure of officially opening the Salvation Army’s new $23.3 million four-storey hostel “The Beacon”. This 
brand-new facility provides 102 beds and significantly contributes towards the Liberal–National government’s 
Affordable Housing Strategy’s aim of 20 000 affordable homes by 2020. This brand-new facility is located on 
the corner of Aberdeen and Nash Streets, Northbridge, and replaces the old Lentara men’s hostel for homeless 
men. 

Each of The Beacon’s 102 bedrooms has an ensuite, built-in robes and a desk. The homeless men can live in 
these rooms for up to six months, during which time it is hoped that they will take advantage of the wide range 
of services that will be available. These services include employment assistance, referrals to drug and alcohol 
services, the Street to Home program, communal kitchens as well as training courses designed to help homeless 
men move along the housing continuum and set up their lives for a life beyond homelessness. The Beacon is a 
project that the Department of Housing is particularly proud to have been involved in since the very beginning. 
In fact, it all began in 2009 with the Salvation Army’s response to a Department of Housing expression of 
interest for funding from the federal government’s Nation Building Economic Stimulus Plan that eventuated in a 
$16.21 million grant towards The Beacon men’s hostel. The Salvation Army was one of only a few organisations 
that submitted a proposal for crisis accommodation, which not only maximised value for money, but also 
directly assisted homeless people. 

The Salvation Army’s commitment to this project cannot be faulted. It has provided the $5 million worth of land 
on which The Beacon is built and allocated a further $790 000 of its own money to assist with its construction. 
The Salvation Army was proactive and applied for, and later received, a $2.3 million grant from Lotterywest 
towards the project, which contributed towards the building fit-out. The Department of Child Protection and 
Family Support was also involved, assisting with facilitating off-site, temporary accommodation to Lentara 
tenants while the new hostel was built. 

Before I close, I must make special mention that this project received over $4 million worth of donations and 
pledges from the general public during the Salvation Army’s highly successful Doorways of Hope appeal, which 
shows the high level of community support for this project. The Beacon is an example of how the state 
government is partnering with the not-for-profit sector and private industry to increase the supply of social 
housing. 
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